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make a buck off an issue, Birdie poured
her heart and soul into those issues and
sought nothing in return.

Her family, her mother, her sisters,
her children, and grandson all meant
everything to Birdie. In fact, I think
she would have liked to adopt me be-
cause sometimes she thought I needed
a mom in town, and she was probably
right.

Each time that she came in to see me
in my office to offer her advice and
wisdom, she would tap lightly on my
door. No one else ever did that. I knew
that I was either in trouble for a vote
I had cast on the floor that day con-
trary to her suggestions, or I was in
store for a witty argument on an up-
coming vote in this body.

There will be many days and many
nights ahead when I will miss that tap-
ping at my door, but I will have many
years of memories, many years of good
counsel and many years of friendship
upon which to reflect and rely.

Washington is a city of monuments
hewn of stone and sewn with mortar.
We can admire these great people and
we should, but Washington is also the
city that spreads forth the ray of hope
for our Nation and our world. Birdie
Kyle spent her life igniting that hope.

I was honored to know and work with
Birdie. Without her, I would not have
been as good a representative nor as
good a person as I am. Many of us in
this body can say that about our staff.

About right now, somebody up there
in heaven is getting a morning briefing
from Birdie, and I am sure it is not a
pretty sight with all that needs to be
righted in the world. We all know that
heaven is in good hands with Birdie
Kyle up there at the helm.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
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SALVATION ARMY DISCRIMI-
NATING AGAINST GAYS AND
LESBIANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PENCE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the floor this evening because of a
shocking story that appeared on the
front page of the Washington Post this
morning about a secret deal between,
of all people, of all organizations, the
Salvation Army, to support charitable
choice in exchange for the issuance of a
White House regulation, OMB Circular
No. A–102, that would deny assistance
to States or localities that require reli-
gious charities to adhere to their non-
discrimination laws as they apply to
gay men and women. Now, of course,

these nondiscrimination laws have to
do with the activities of these religious
charities that do not relate to their re-
ligions.

A political deal should be beneath
the dignity of the Salvation Army,
given its long Christian heritage, not
to mention the President of the United
States. It is a deal to discriminate
under the table.

According to the lead document, this
cannot be done in the legislative proc-
ess very easily, so they had to do it by
regulation. Charitable choice already
contains a fatal flaw, because, as put
forward by the administration, it
would allow a religious organization to
discriminate using government money
by requiring people it hires to do a gov-
ernment task to be of their religion.
That is a direct violation of Title VI
and of the Constitution of the United
States.

I am a former Chair of the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission. I
strongly support an exemption in the
law that I administered, Title VII,
which allows a religious denomination
an exemption to the antidiscrimination
law in hiring people of their own reli-
gion with their own money. But we
cannot give the Baptists and the
Lutherans and the Catholics and the
Jews our money and say you can dis-
criminate when you perform services in
our name. That is already a problem
with the bill.

But in order to make it perfectly
clear, in case that does not survive,
that at least people who are gay and
lesbian should not be discriminated
against, this would be done by regula-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, why the Salvation
Army would engage in this deal is real-
ly perplexing. The Salvation Army al-
ready gets $300 million in funds from
the Federal Government to do their
wonderful work. They get it because
they abide by government regulations
that say when you use government
money, you cannot proselytize, you
cannot engage in religion, because this
is America, and this is what we have
stood for, for everybody. So they al-
ready get money, just like Catholic
charities and just like Lutheran char-
ities and just like Jewish charities all
get money, and they have accepted it,
and I hope they will continue to get it
on the basis that everybody else who
does the government’s work accepts it,
and that is as long as we are doing the
government’s work, then your money
is the public money, and we cannot dis-
criminate against anybody when giving
those services.

This body has already a long history
of discriminating against gays and les-
bians in the District of Columbia, be-
cause whenever there is anything in
our law that allows equal protection
for people of a different sexual orienta-
tion, then somebody hops up here and
tries, and often succeeds, in over-
turning the law. Now we are trying to
do to do what you do to the District of
Columbia to hundreds of localities and
States in the United States.

I hope everybody understands what it
feels like to intrude in the affairs of
local jurisdictions in a federalist soci-
ety, a society where we say, look, dif-
ferent strokes for different folks. Some
of us behave one way with respect to
our laws, others another way. Some
people have chosen to protect gay men
and lesbians against discrimination,
and I say God bless them. In the 21st
century we should not be discrimi-
nating against any Americans based on
a characteristic that has nothing to do
with performance. Sexual orientation
has nothing to do with performance,
and the last people, the last organiza-
tions who should be engaged in such
discrimination are organizations that
go by the name ‘‘Christian,’’ and the
Salvation Army should be ashamed of
itself that it has been caught red-hand-
ed on the front page of the Washington
Post in the column where you put war
and peace. Thank God that they were
exposed.

f

NATURAL RESOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. MCINNIS) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I am a
little surprised by the previous speaker
and her unrelenting attack against the
Salvation Army. She apparently got
the merits for this attack from one
newspaper article. I have heard the
gentlewoman previously speak from
here. I think she is well-educated. She
comes generally with numerous
sources when she speaks. That is why I
am very surprised that she takes one
newspaper article and launches an at-
tack against the Salvation Army,
which I would like to say to the gentle-
woman has helped millions and mil-
lions of people throughout the history
of this country. I think such an attack
is unfounded, and I think you should
hear the other side of the story.

I would advise the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia to imme-
diately go to a TV, turn on CNN on the
half-hour, or some other broadcast, and
she will find that the other side of the
story has come out. In fact, I just spent
some time, I was not looking for the
story, I was grabbing a snack and
watching the other side of the story
being played out, and once the gentle-
woman sees that, she will moderate the
comments against the Salvation Army.

I do not disagree with her point, I
want to make this clear to the gentle-
woman. I do not think any kind of se-
cret deal should be made. But I do not
think the Salvation Army went out
and made a secret deal to discriminate
against people, contrary to the laws of
the United States. And I think that in
all fairness to the Salvation Army, as
well as the President of the United
States, that both sides of the story
should be read, both sides of the story
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